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Making an Older Hull Look Like New
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p rocess that will put the

shine back into your hull's

finish

ver time the gelcoat on any boat oxi-
dizes and fades and the cumulative
dings and scratches start to affect

the boat's appearance. Painting fiberglass
is a boat job many boatowners choose to
leave to experts, but it isn't overly difficult.
The key is to use the correct tools and pre-
pare the surface of the hull properly. A few

simple techniques, combined with mod-
ern repair and painting materials, will

allow you to produce a gleaming hull (and
save money, too).

P reparing the surface
The first step is to remove all vinyl letter-
ing, decals, and any gear that hangs down
on the surface of the hull. Scrub the hull's
surface to remove accumulated salt and
dirt. Pay special attention to the toerail
area, where trapped dirt can run down the

side of the hull after cleaning.
When you rinse the hull look for areas

where water is beading up, an indication
that there is residual wax. All wax residue,
grease, and oil must be removed; they can
prevent repair materials from bonding to
the hull, and most paints won't stick to
them.

To remove wax and other contaminants

you'll need acetone, xylene, or a good pro-

prietary solvent; xylene evaporates more
slowly than acetone and is less expensive
than proprietary wax-removing com-
pounds. Wearing heavy rubber gloves and
using clean white rags, start at one end of
the hull and wipe down small areas with
the solvent. Wipe from the cleaned area
into the next section, using a fresh area of
the cloth for each section. Don't wipe back
into a previously cleaned area, and change
rags frequently to avoid contamination.
After the hull has been entirely cleaned
with solvent, check for any remaining wax
residue by lightly spraying the hull with
water. Any area that shows water beading
needs additional cleaning.

Taking a shortcut can be a fatal mistake.
Don't assume that sanding down the hull
to expose a clean gelcoat surface will save
work and time. Sanding a dirty hull will
grind grime and grit into the surface, con-
taminating it and possibly resulting in
paint delamination.

F illing and fairing the hull
S cratches and dings are a part of sailing. A

bad docking job on a windy day or an
encounter with an errant mooring will cre-
ate small scars and blemishes that must be

repaired before paint is applied. The goal

with a damaged area is to open up the
crack or ding just enough so that filler will

adhere to exposed new material. You can
use a sharp chisel to open up these areas,
but a Dremel tool with a variety of attach-
ments will make the job go much more
quickly Select a grinding attachment
slightly wider then the crack in the hull.

Wearing good eye protection, gently grind

away the old material to create a shallow

V -shape in the gelcoat (Photo 1). Always

grind away as little material as possible,
and fair all ground edges into the hull.
Filler compounds tend to shrink slightly,

and a hard edge could lead to a hairline

crack. When all the damaged spots have

been ground and opened, clean away all

accumulated dust and wipe down the sur-

faces again with a dewaxing solvent and
clean rags.

Premixed fillers, such as 3M's Premium
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