Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 36i

en 1 stepped
aboard the 2007
Jeanneau Sun
Odyssey 36i, I took one
look at the well-laid-out
interior and decided I had
probably stepped aboard
another of the “looks good,
sails bad” type boats that
have been flooding the
market. In the boat-buying
world, it seems that bigger
has become equated with
better. People are looking
for larger galleys, roomijer
staterooms, and more spa-
cious settees. However, whether or not
a yacht can go to weather should still be
more important than how many the
cockpit seats for cocktails.

In the Sun Odyssey 36i Performance
version, Jeanneau has delivered the
interior volume that people are asking
for, without sacrificing any of the sail-
ing ability. Or at least that's what long-
time sailor and yacht broker Kevin
Pritchard, who represents Jeanneau at
Fraser Yacht Sales, told me. Considering
the nice summer breeze that was blow-
ing out in a sunny English Bay, I was
eager to find out for myself.

Jeanneau is gaining a reputation as
being one of the best contemporary
yacht builders in the world, which
stands to reason, given its French
parentage and insistence on high-quali-
ty equipment. Its newest yachts are fit-
ted with Yanmar diesel inboards,
Selden spars, and Quantum sails. They
are designed by French naval architect
Marc Lombard, designer of Mini-
Transat yachts, Open 60s, French cata-
marans, and a few production yachts
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like the Jeanneau.

BUILDING THE BOATS

Pritchard (who visited the Jeanneau
factory recently) told me the 48-year-

old company’s boatbuilding
methods more closely
resemble a state-of-the-ay
production line than the
iconic image of a ship
wright toiling away at hi
craft. They are using hig!
tech construction methods
and are displaying a strong
commitment to enviro
mental protection. It seem
that boats just aren’t bein
huilt the way they used t
be. And in the case of Jea
neaun, it looks like thi
might be a really goo
thing. :

Boatbuilding at Jeanneau is a tech:
nologically rich process. Lombard an
the Jeanneau design team used CATIA
a 3D modeling software, to conceive th
design and then test every aspect of the
yacht before it’s even built. The othe
area you'll notice the sophisticated co
struction on the boat is in the wood
work. Using a manufactured Burmese
teak product called Fine Teak, the
Jeanneau's traditional woodwork i
flawless. The reason for this is all th
woodwork is cut out using robotic CNC
machines, which according to Jean
neau, ‘ensures an exact finish and pre
cise installation of hardware.” Dow
below what this means is faultless
detail. Even the inside of the smallest
cubby is finished with tidy edges and
perfect varnish.

Each generation of Jeanneau boats
takes technology just a little furthe
The deck of the Sun Odyssey 36i wa
built using a new injection moulding
process (this is what the “i” stands for
called the Prisma Process in the deck
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